
NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID
Permit No. 11

Esko, MN 55733

CAR-RT SORT
POSTAL CUSTOMER
ESKO, MN 55733

Esko Community Education
Box 10, Esko, MN 55733

Esko’s CornerEsko Public School District #99 
Connecting School and Community

Volume 26 Issue 2 October/November 2021

Esko Fun Days ......................................2
Community News ...............................3-6
Community Education ...........................7
Elementary News ..................................8

Sports News ..........................................9
From Our School Board .................10-13
Around Town .......................................13
Church News .......................................14
Lunch Menu ....................................15-16

INSIDE

CROSSING OUR EYES AND TWIRLING OUR TONGUES…..HOPING THAT 2022 WILL BE OUR YEAR TO 
CELEBRATE

  
100 + 2 YEARS OF THE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT #99 OR ALSO KNOWN AS

   ESKO SCHOOL ALL CLASS REUNION

After COVID changed our plans, we had to reboot, rethink, and reorganize. 
Our PLAN is to celebrate August 2, 2022- August 6, 2022 which  will coincide with the Esko Fun Days, so this will 

truly be a family filled week long celebration.
Getting to know the past, the present, and the future Eskomos will be our goal.
Even if you were not a graduate of Esko High School, there will be many activities that we would encourage you to 

attend and to get a feel for how Esko has become the “class” act, school and community.
To communicate our plans for registration for individual events and publicizing all of the possibilities,  we will be using 

all available forms of social media and Esko’s Corner.
The Social Media sites are:
Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter
@EskoCommunityEd
@eskoschools
Please be patient with us as we know we will make mistakes.  With that said, if you notice an error or oversite, PLEASE 

bring it to our attention ASAP.
We must rely on YOU, to help us out.  It won’t be difficult.  It shouldn’t be too time consuming.  It should all just be 

FUN.
Keep your eyes peeled for how you can help in the December issue of Esko’s Corner and on social media. 
LET’S GO ESKOMOS.  PREPARE TO PARTY!
Submitted by the 100+2 reunion committee. 

Esko Fun Days is growing! We are working to 
begin a 5013c group for Esko businesses and 
community groups to continue building on 

Esko Fun Days and support other community 
events. 

Please join us at a meeting!
October 29th at 12:00 noon at Mike’s Cafe’& 

Pizzeria. 
Lunch is available to purchase. 

If you are interested in seeing Esko hold more 
community wide events and promote busi-

ness, you need to be at this meeting!
Send your questions to Michele Carlson at 

mcarlson@esko.k12.mn.us

Community Input Session

Will our school facilities meet the district’s needs in the next ten 
years? 
Come and share your input about priorities for the Esko School 
District. Help us maintain and expand the quality of our educational 
facilities.
Everyone is encouraged to attend to share your voice in developing 
the ten year plan for Esko Schools. 

October 25th
7:00-8:30 PM

Esko School Theater
Facilitated by ICS

Please bring an electronic device to participate in survey questions.
We will have a few devices available for use. 
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We appreciate our financial sponsors for Esko Fun Days!

Thomson Township
Arrowhead Insurance Agency/Waller Agency

Ken & Eva Nynas
Midway Packaging

Esko Historical Society
Northwoods Credit Union
Burning Bush Landscape

Buffalo House
Northstar Mechanical Services

SAPPI
National Bank of Commerce

RAM Mutual Insurance
Jason Naud DDS

Jeff Foster Trucking
Brian Michaud/Michaud Distributing

Thanks to the businesses and groups that participated in our 
parade and added events to the week long celebration of Esko!

Our parade prize winners:

Mini Mos- Best Message
Robotics- Best School Group

Mike’s Pizzeria & Cafe’- Most Fun
Esko Youth Hockey- Most people involved

Each group received $75 for their winning contributions!

Congratulations to our History Mystery medallion hunt winners!
The Weaver Boys for days 1 & 3 (pictured above) and Jacob Haugen 

for Day 2. 
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Esko Scouts go to Philmont Scout 
Camp 

By Jaxon Benedix 

On June 16th 2021, eight Esko Boy Scouts and 
three adult leaders set out on an adventure of a 
lifetime. We had been planning for the adventure 
for about a year, collecting gear, choosing our itin-
erary, discussing routes, raising funds, and train-
ing our bodies. We completed a few five mile 
practice hikes carrying about 20 lbs in our packs. 
We progressed on to a few longer hikes with 
40 lbs in our packs. Our final training hike was 
carrying a load of 50 lbs on Spirit Mountain. We 
each put on many miles training on our own as 
well. None of the training hikes were too hard, but 
none of them were easy either. It definitely helped 
doing the practice hikes so we didn’t get too tired 
on the trail. 
11 of us left Esko in 2 Suburbans and traveled 
9 hours to Topeka, Kansas. We stayed the night 
at a KOA campground and traveled to Dodge 
City, Kansas the next morning. In Dodge City, 
we toured The Boot Hill Museum, watched a gun 
show reenactment at the Long Branch Saloon, and 
had an entertaining dinner with dance show. After 
one night at the Dodge City KOA campground, 
we were off to our final destination, Philmont 
Scout Ranch in Cimarron, New Mexico. 
Once at Philmont, we met our Ranger who would 
guide us for the next 2 days. Ranger Rick, as we 
called him (his real name was Michael), helped 
us get our tents, stakes, food bags, pots & pans, 
and other supplies. He made sure we had the right 
supplies for the trip packed in our backpacks. We 
set out on our trek with our Ranger. He was there 
to make sure that we could complete the hike, set 
up a tent, set up camp correctly, navigate, cook, 
clean up, and put up bear bags, the basics. After 
the second day with our ranger, he split off and 
went back to help another group start their trek. 
When Ranger Rick left, our troop was on our own 
for the remaining 10 days of our hike. 
Our meals consisted of freeze-dried dinners of all 
sorts. Lunch and breakfast was mainly Clif Bars, 
granola bars, beef sticks, crackers and a bunch 
of high sugar, high calorie foods in every meal. 
Some of our meats were labeled Sweet Sue so this 
became a funny joke. There were a couple freeze-
dried breakfasts, like biscuits and gravy and some 
scrambled eggs. We cooked all of our meals by 
adding boiling water into a big pot of the freeze-
dried meal of the day. We added just enough 
water to make the meals edible. A couple of times 
we had crunchy rice from the lack of water. My 
favorite meal was probably the Beef Stroganoff. I 
also liked our first meal of chicken with Stuffing 
and Craisins. My least favorite meals were the 
Mexican meals because they were super spicy and 
our first attempt yielded crunchy rice. 
In addition to hiking a total of 110 miles on our 
adventure, we kept ourselves very busy at camp-
sites because at almost every campsite at Philmont 
there are activities that you can do. There are 4-6 
activities that you could sign up for when you 
check in at each staff camp. Some of our favorite 
activities were black powder shooting, black-
smithing, crate stacking where you
would have to stand on top of a crate and see 
how high you can stack them up. Bryce was 
impressive with a stack of 20 crates. We also liked 
rock climbing. We couldn’t go on the actual cliff 
because it was wet so we had to use a fake wall, 
but it was still fun. 
Philmont is located in the Rocky Mountains of 
New Mexico. The weather was warm for our first 
few days. We had some short rainstorms almost 
everyday but on our 8th day it started raining 
and didn’t stop for the rest of our trek. It was 
much colder on those rainy days, too. One day 
we worked together to set up all of our tents in 
the rain and when our camp was all set up we 
all stripped our wet clothes off and layed in our 

warm dry sleeping bags under the cover of our 
tents just to warm up and dry off. 
At Philmont there are trees called Ponderosa 
Pines and their bark smells like butterscotch. 
During our Trek at Philmont we would often stop 
to smell these trees, the bigger they were the bet-
ter they smelled. 
At each camp at Philmont we had a campfire 
to warm up, dry our clothes and talk about our 
adventures. Boy Scouts always follow a Leave No 
Trace principle so in the morning we would have 
to dig up all the ashes from our campfire, put 
them in bags and walk about 30 minutes away 
from that camp towards our next camp and then 
about a hundred feet or so into the woods to 
spread our ashes. That way everyone’s campfire 
ashes are scattered about and there aren’t any 
ashes left at campsites. 
At Philmont there is an iconic rock called the 
Tooth of Time. It got its name because it looks like 
a tooth, a large molar just sticking up out of the 
Earth. Historically The Tooth would give traders 
and travelers an estimated time of approximately 
1 week until arrival in Santa Fe, New Mexico. 
The Tooth of Time is 9003 ft above sea level. At 
the top of it you can see Philmont base camp and 
so much more. It was amazing. 
The Philmont property was donated to the Boy 
Scouts by Waite Phillips, whose family founded 
Phillips 66. It has approximately 140,000 acres of 
mountains and ranch. When he donated it to the 
Boy Scouts they didn’t want to take it so Phillips 
paid the Boy Scouts two million dollars to take 
it. He said that it has to remain a working Ranch 
and to this day it still is, owned by the Boy Scouts. 
More than 22,000 Boy Scouts and leaders go 
through there every year and that is only 20% of 
all the Boy Scouts nationwide. 
We are so thankful for the opportunity to attend 
Philmont.
Our Favorite memories of Philmont 
Trevor: 
1. Kool Aid next to the fire 
2. Lobo the wolf story 
3. Rock climbing 
Braedyn 
1. The views 
2. All the stories Ranger Michael told 
3. Archery 
Bryce H 
1. The views 
2. The people we went with 
3. Ranger Michael 
Spencer 
1. The campfires at the end of the day 
2. Elija talking about Sweet Sue while crate stack-
ing 
3. Rock climbing 
Jason 
1. The Tooth 
2. Everything about Sweet Sue 
3. Black powder & fly fishing 
Ethan 
1. Roses, buds and thorns at the end of each day 2. 
Finding Ranger Michael for the search and rescue 
activity
3. Crate stacking & rock climbing 
Brent 
1. The sights and sounds, each day 
2. Sharing our Red Roof ratings after each visit 
3. Working together as a team from Esko 
Bryce S 
1. The sights 
2. Lobo the wolf story 
3. Black powder shooting 
Jaxon 
1. Getting camp all set up, relaxing and eating 
dinner 2. Crate stacking 
3. Playing capture the flag with Tennessee 
From Bryan: 
1. the views during the hike 
2. My favorite stories were “whatever ranger 
Michael said” 
3. My Favorite event was archery
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Esko’s Historical Society welcomed the completion of a building addition and a truck to 
occupy that addition.  The “bulldozer building” was expanded to hold Esko’s first fire engine.  
Purchased in 1949 from Liupakka Chevrolet the truck first served as a fire engine and when 
retired was used as a utility vehicle for Thomson Township. Preparation on the addition 
began in the fall of 2020 with the completion happening in August of 2021.  All labor and 
much of the material was donated by local residents.

Contact Tamy or Dani
@ NORTH COUNTRY RIDE 218-879-7608 

to find out how YOU can be a R.A.T.

Be a

Publication Title - Esko’s Corner
Statement of Frequency - monthly (9 months)

Authorized Organization: Esko Community Education, P.O. Box 10 2 
E Hwy 61, Esko, Mn 55733

Issue Number - On front cover
Articles and submissions may be sent to the Esko Community Educa-

tion office or e-mailed to mcarlson@esko.k12.mn.us. The deadline is the 
15th of each month for the next month’s issue. The publication schedule 
can be found on the website. Articles may be edicted for space and con-
tent. If you have questions, please call the community education office at 

879-4038. Visit the school website: www.esko.k12.mn.us

Showtimes
Thursday, November 11 at 7:00 p.m.

Friday, November 12 at 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, November 17 at 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, November 18 at 7:00 p.m. 

Friday, November 19 at 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, November 20 at 7:00 p.m.
Sunday, November 21 at 2:00 p.m.

Ticket Information
Tickets can be purchased online at esko.ludus.com
Adult: $12, Student: $6, Children 3 and under: Free

BYE BYE BIRDIE is presented by arrangement with Concord 
Theatricals

on behalf of the Tams-Witmark LLC
www.concordtheatricals.com

BYE BYE BIRDIE
A Musical Comedy

Book by Michael Stewart
Music by Charles Strouse

Lyrics by Lee Adams
Originally Produced by Edward Padula

Musical Recording provided by the MT Pit L.L.C.
www.themtpit.com

Fall Early Childhood Screening Day

November 5th

For questions please contact Jill Liupakka
at jliupakka@esko.k12.mn.us
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Think globally, act locally. It’s a phrase that applies so well to  
University of Minnesota Extension Master Gardeners in Carlton  
County. 
We’re the University of Minnesota on the ground—often literally—delivering sci-
ence-based practices to  our communities. As volunteers, Master Gardeners learn not only 
from scientific research, but from one  another and the communities we serve.  
And sometimes we surprise people. Many are familiar with Master Gardeners as reliable 
resources for  questions about flowers or grass because horticulture skills are a cornerstone 
of our work.  
But did you know that Master Gardeners also focus on local foods and sustainability? Or 
that we teach  about practices that restore Minnesota’s native prairies and protect our pre-
cious water?  
Or that being volunteering as a Master Gardener gives people a chance to spread their 
wings in  photography, writing, community speaking and more?  
There’s a lot in the Master Gardener program that helps us learn, grow and share.  

A few of the local projects the Carlton County Master Gardeners are involved with include 
advising  community garden development, installing pollinator gardens, weed research, 
and much more.  
Masters Gardeners come from all ages and backgrounds. The Carlton County group is 
seeking new  members for the 2022 gardening season. We would love to have you join us! 
Learn more about becoming an Extension Master Gardener by visiting extension.umn.
edu/master gardener. You can also email or call the local Extension Office at rustx048@
umn.edu or 218-384-3511. Applications will be accepted online until Oct. 1. Come learn, 
grow, and share with us. 

Carlton County Extension Master Gardener Program 

Giving Back to the Community 
One of the most satisfying, fun, and productive ways to unite teenagers to senior citizens, is to spend time providing 
senior citizens an extra hand in yard work like raking leaves and picking up garbage. On Wednesday, October 20, the 
Class of 2022 will be out in the Esko community learning valuable lessons about the meaning of volunteering their ser-
vices and giving back to their community through hard work. When a community is doing well as a whole, its individ-
uals are better off too. The annual Senior Clean-Up Day gives the students a strong sense of fulfillment, responsibility, 
and commitment. It is an opportunity to thank the community of Esko for everything it has provided for the students 
throughout their years of growing up. 
The students will begin working at 8:30AM and will call the day before to confirm an approximate time they will be at 
your house. The students can place the leaves in bags you leave out or bring them to an area of your property that you 
designate on the sign up form. 
Please use the form below to sign up for the annual Class of 2022 Clean-Up Day

Wednesday, October 20th, at 8:30 a.m.
(Make-up day will be October 27th.)

Esko High School Class of 2022 Community Clean-Up

It’s time again for the Esko High School Class of 2022 to do their annual volunteer service project.
They will be performing community projects such as raking leaves or picking up garbage. If you are
interested in having this done at your home, please fill out the information below, cut out this ad, and
send it to or drop it off at the high school office by October 13th. If you have any questions related to
the senior community project, please call.

Esko High School
2 East Highway 61, P.O. Box 10

Attn: Nicki Peterson
Esko, MN 55733

or call 218-879-4673 ext. #631
or

npererson@esko.k12.mn.us

If you’d like to be put on the list, please fill out the following information:

Name:___________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________

Phone#:_______________________________________________________

Work Needed:

Please understand that students are not allowed to enter homes or climb on ladders. **Please
understand this may be subject to change based on any changing COVID guidelines.

DOGS  AND  CATS

Thomson Township has a leash - running at large
ordinance.  This applies to all areas of the Township.
All animals must be under their owner’s control at all

times and not on neighboring properties.

And as a reminder:  Please pick up after your pet.
Your neighbors appreciate it.  There’s also a link to a
video on the Town website:  thomson.govoffice.com

with more information on the effects of animal waste on
the local waterways.

A REMINDER FOR RESIDENTS

The ordinance which regulates the parking 
of vehicles within the Town of Thomson 
states in Section 4 that “During the period 
from November 1 of each year to March 31 
of the following year, no person, firm, or 
corporation shall park any motor vehicle 
on the roads, streets, alleys, boulevards, 
sidewalks, or public grounds within the 
corporate limits of the Township between 
the hours of four o’clock a.m. and seven 
o’clock a.m.  It shall be the duty of law 
enforcement to cause any motor vehicle 
that is so parked between 4 o’clock a.m. 
and seven o’clock a.m. to be removed and 
impounded, and the motor vehicle shall 
not be released until the fees for towing 
and storage of the vehicle are paid.”

If you have any questions, please contact 
the Town Office at 879-9719.  We appreci-
ate your cooperation.
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Teaching how to make connections with your child through play.

Kids...bring your favorite adult and join us for a night of fun!

Theme: Holiday Hoopla – making some fun decorations for Thanksgiving 
and Christmas.  A great time playing games, making crafts, and eating hol-

iday treats together.  
Age:  For ages 3 years through Kindergarten
Cost:  $5 for first child; $3 for each additional sibling
Instructor:  Shannon Matzdorf
When:  (Monday) Nov. 22nd 
Sibling Care:  There is no sibling care available for this class
Time:  6:00 – 7:00pm 

This is open for any adult family member(s) to bring their child, or chil-
dren, to gather and have a great time together.

Must register by Friday, Nov. 19th!
Esko Education Center – ECFE Room

Esko Fishing Team is a new club formed last Spring to promote fishing 
and conservation. 

Bassmaster (BASS Nation) is one of the largest fishing organizations 
in the county with competitive fishing tournaments held all across the 
United States. They also create opportunities for Youth anglers to learn 
more about the sport of fishing, competitive fishing and sponsor a 
National High School Tournament. Teams from around the country have 
the opportunity to participate regionally for an opportunity to advance 
to the Minnesota State High School Tournament. State Winners are then 
invited to the National event held next spring. 

The first year as a club Esko Fishing had 4 HIgh School Angling Teams 
participate in MN Greater North Conference Fishing Tournaments. 
This year’s team members included Kaylor Adkins, Colton Dewey, Jack 
Hakala, Bryce Hipp, Jayden Keppeler, John Pagelkopf, Heath Sunnarborg. 
Highlights from the season include a third place finish and Big Bass 
(3.8lbs) award for Hipp/ Wells on Lake Vermillion and three teams 
advancing to the Mn State Tournament. All of the teams represented Esko 
well at the State Tournament held at Gull Lake. Hakala/ Pagelkopf led the 
teams after day one advancing in the top half of teams. After two days of 
fishing, Wells/ Hipp finished in fifty second, Hakala/Pagelkopf finished in 
sixty first, and Adkins/Keppler finished the day in seventy fourth and fin-
ished in sixty first place. Wells/ Hipp finished in fifty second and Adkins/
Keppler finished the day in seventy fourth. Overall, a good showing for 
the first year for the Esko Fishing Club. Bryce Hipp said , “It has opened 
many doors in the fishing world for me. It is a whole new experience and 
I can’t wait for next year” 

The Esko Fishing Club would like to thank Community Education for 
helping us put together registration and to our Sponsors this year, who 
helped us get our club up and running. Thivent Jeff Hakala; State Farm 
Insurance - Lenny Conklin, and Outdoor Advantage. Also a thank you to 
Gander Outdoors, L&M Supply, and Marine General for donations to get 
our anglers on the water- and keep our boats running! 

What’s next? We are looking to expand the club to be year round and 
to include multi- species fishing opportunities. We are currently looking 
for volunteers and parents to coordinate a “hard water season” to fish this 
winter, and are hoping to add Junior High School competitive fishing in 
the Spring. Are you interested in learning more about the Esko Fishing 
Club? Do you know an 

adult who loves to fish and would be interested in supporting youth 
fishing? 

Please join us to talk about the future of this exciting opportunity for 
our youth! Wednesday, October 13, 2021 at 7:00 PM in the cafeteria. 

Please enter through the high school entrance.

Esko Fishing Team
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ADULT 

Art
Mom & Me Art Kindness Rocks
****Registration is per Mom/Child(ren) 
together. 
Spread joy and kindness with your little ones 
by creating your own kindness rocks! Together, 
we will paint two rocks, one to be put into 
Community Ed’s kindness rock garden and one 
for you to take home with you. 
Register early as this class fills quickly. 
Age Req:Adult + Child Grade K +
Cost:$10.00
Instructor:Emily Davey
11/9/2021   6:00PM - 7:00PM 
Esko Schools - S101

Fitness
Boot Camp

Bootcamp is a full hour of a mixture of 
conditioning with bodyweight exercises, plyo-
metrics, agility, and some strength training and 
of course CORE!  You will get a mixture of a 
variety of exercises to get you to your highest 
level of fitness including everyone’s favorite- 
BURPEES. Come ready to workout and bring 
water!! 
Sessions:7
Cost:$84.00
Instructor:Sarah Petite
11/3/2021   5:00PM - 6:00PM 
 
Esko Schools - Practice Gym Blue
11/10/2021   5:00PM - 6:00PM 
11/17/2021   5:00PM - 6:00PM 
11/24/2021   5:00PM - 6:00PM 
12/1/2021   5:00PM - 6:00PM 
12/8/2021   5:00PM - 6:00PM 
12/15/2021   5:00PM - 6:00PM 

Boot Camp Punch Card
5 class punch card to use throughout the 21-22 
school year $65

Open Volleyball for Adults (must be out of 
high school)
October 10, 17, 24, 31, November 7, 14, 21, 28, 
December 5, 12, 19
4:30-6:30 PM
Blue Practice Gym
Bring clean tennis shoes
FREE
League will begin in January

Zumba
Zumba is a fitness cardio workout that com-

bines Latin rhythms and easy-to-follow moves 
that will make you forget you’re even working 
out!  Our goal is simple...we want you to be 
healthy, to love working out and to enjoy excit-
ing calorie burning, body energizing move-
ments meant to be enjoyed throughout your 
life at any age! Now is the time to try Zumba!
Bring to Class:
Water Bottle
Sessions:8
Cost:$56.00
Instructor:Naomi Christiansen
11/1/2021   5:15PM - 6:15PM 
 
Esko Schools - Cafeteria
11/8/2021   5:15PM - 6:15PM 
 
11/15/2021   5:15PM - 6:15PM 
11/22/2021   5:15PM - 6:15PM 
11/29/2021   5:15PM - 6:15PM 
12/6/2021   5:15PM - 6:15PM 
12/13/2021   5:15PM - 6:15PM 

12/20/2021   5:15PM - 6:15PM 
 

Zumba Punch Card
5 class punch card to use throughout the 21-22 
school year $40

YOUTH

Driver Education

Driver’s Ed.
This class provides students with a basic 

understanding of MN Traffic Safety laws, and 
the complexities of driving.  It also gives par-
ticipants information necessary for acquiring 
a MN Learners permit upon successful com-
pletion of the written exam.  Students who 
were not born in Carlton County should begin 
to acquire their Certified Birth Certificate 
which is essential for taking the permit exam.  
Students should reach their 15th birthday by 
December 30th, 2021.  Priority will be given 
to current 15 year olds who attend Esko Public 
Schools.  Students must attend all 30 hours of 
training (a make-up day will be available).  You 
will need to sign up with a Driving School for 
behind the wheel lessons (at an additional cost) 
before the permit test.

Students are required to Log 50 hours driv-
ing time and this must be turned in to the 
DMV prior to the road skills test.  Attendance 
at the optional Parent Program can reduce the 
numbers of logged hours to 40.

We need 12 students to be able to run 
this class.  Cancellation fee of $15.00 will be 
charged for any cancellations out of this class.
 Age Req:15 years by December 30th
Sessions:10
Cost:$125.00
11/1/2021   3:30PM - 6:30PM 
Esko Schools - S132
11/2/2021   3:30PM - 6:30PM 
11/3/2021   3:30PM - 6:30PM 
11/4/2021   3:30PM - 6:30PM 
11/5/2021   3:30PM - 6:30PM 
11/8/2021   3:30PM - 6:30PM 
11/9/2021   3:30PM - 6:30PM 
11/10/2021   3:30PM - 6:30PM 
11/11/2021   3:30PM - 6:30PM 
11/12/2021   3:30PM - 6:30PM 

After School Clubs

**Directly after school, students will meet 
for a snack and check-in in the cafeteria, then 
report to their club’s meeting spot. You may 
pick up your child at the playground doors 
(door #6). If your child will not be attending 
a scheduled club, please inform their teacher 
AND call the Community Education office at 
879-4038. 

Registration for clubs releases all photo 
rights to Community Education and the orga-
nization providing the club.**

Esko Community Education cannot accept 
registration for After School Clubs on the day 
of the club, due to communication with the 
teachers and Cool Kids regarding attendance. 

Child and Babysitting Safety/ American 
Safety & Health Institute

The Child and Babysitting Safety (CABS) 
program from the American Safety and Health 
Institute gives everything you need to know for 
safe and successful babysitting. The YouTube 
“vlogger” style presentation of the video 
brings a youthful and high-energy spirit to the 
program content, and the colorful magazine 
format of the student book makes learning 

fun. From getting started with your business, 
to working with parents and children, to key 
safety, caregiving, and first aid tips, CABS 
will help set you up for babysitting success. 
Students must be present for the entire class 
and complete achievement of the core learning 
objectives to receive certification valid for two 
years. Students need to have a notebook and 
pen. Students attend this class independent-
ly. Parents are encouraged to review the take 
home information and discuss it with their 
child.

**Please note: CHECK IN AND CHECK 
OUT is at playground door #6-classes are held 
in Esko School room S100.
Age Req:Ages 11 and up
Cost:$50.00
Instructor:Ariane Bromberg
10/21/2021   9:00AM - 12:00PM 
Esko Schools - S100 Family Consumer Science

Water on the Move with the Great Lakes 
Aquarium!

Where does the water go? Students become 
drops of water and travel through the water 
cycle on an amazing journey. Learn more 
about the ways that we use, enjoy and protect 
water resources in the Great Lakes region.
Age Req:Grades 3-5
Cost:$11.00
Instructor:Staff Great Lakes Aquarium
10/5/2021   3:15PM - 4:30PM 
Esko Schools - Cafeteria

Northern Outdoors Club - NOC COMPASS 
PUZZLER

Learn how to correctly navigate by using 
a compass. Each participant will get to use a 
compass to try to solve the compass puzzle! 
If time allows, we will play some games that 
involve some quick compass work as well.  
Age Req:2nd-6th grade
Cost:$13.00
10/12/2021   3:15PM - 4:30PM 
Esko Schools - Playground

Northern Outdoors Club - NOC 
UNDERWATER BASKET WEAVING

Enjoy some time outdoors making a take-
home traditional basket out of nature materi-
als!
Age Req:3rd-6th grade
Day(s):Varied Schedule
Cost:$15.00
Registration Cutoff Date:10/18/2021
10/19/2021   3:15PM - 4:30PM 
Esko Schools - S100 Family Consumer Science
Esko Schools - Playground

Northern Outdoors Club - NOC CAMPFIRE 
COOKOUT

Get in the Halloween spirit! Prep and cook 
an individual pizza that looks like a pumpkin 
over a campfire after reviewing fire safety rules. 
Enjoy some jokes, stories and fun times by the 
campfire atmosphere. 
Age Req:4th-6th grade
Cost:$18.00
Instructor:Cassie Janke
10/26/2021   3:15PM - 4:30PM 
Esko Schools - Esko School Garden

Northern Outdoors Club - NOC CAMPFIRE 
COOKOUT

Customize and cook an individual s’mores 
deluxe cone after reviewing fire safety rules. 
Enjoy some jokes, stories and fun times by the 
campfire atmosphere. 
Age Req:4th-6th grade
Day(s):Varied Schedule

Cost:$18.00
11/4/2021   3:15PM - 4:30PM 
Esko Schools - Esko School Garden
Northern Outdoors Club - NOC GAME 
TIME TRAVELER

Learn and play many different games played 
throughout different time eras! Go back in 
time to the Prehistoric and Voyager life by 
experiencing the entertainment of the past. 
Very active, outside, hands-on class! 
Age Req:2nd-5th grade
Cost:$14.00
Instructor:Cassie Janke
11/9/2021   3:15PM - 4:30PM 
Esko Schools - Playground

Duluth Children’s Museum: NASA-Space 
exploration

Experience Earth and space phenomena and 
explore the universe using the scientific pro-
cess!  You are the scientist and problem solver 
as we learn about the solar system and NASA’s 
role in space exploration. Learn through 
hands-on activities as you create a scale model 
of our solar system and engineer your own 
rocket, along with other fun activities! Class is 
created and led by Duluth Children’s Museum 
Staff. 
Age Req:Grades 3-6
Cost:$11.00
Instructor:Duluth Children’s Museum Staff
11/11/2021   3:15PM - 4:30PM 
Esko Schools - Cafeteria

Cross Country
Students who join this great running 

club will have fun running with Esko’s Cross 
Country team! Youth will be running various 
runs on the field by the playground. 
Bring a water bottle, running shoes and clothes 
appropriate for the weather.
Age Req:1st-6th grade
Cost: $10
Instructor: Dawn Hallsten
10/25/2021 3:15-4:00
11/1/2021 3:15-4:00
Esko Schools - Playground

First LEGO LEAGUE Robotics
FIRST Lego League Robotics (FLL) is a 

challenge-based program that enhances par-
ticipants’ communication and problem solving 
skills, while having fun and building techni-
cal abilities. Participants  join a team of 5-7 
students that meet after school twice weekly 
to prepare for Lego Robotics Competitions. 
Season runs  approximately November - 
March.

Grades 5-8
$130
We would love to offer FLL robotics again 

this year. All of our former coaches and coor-
dinator have “aged out” of the program now. 
If your child would like to participate, please 
consider heading up this activity. Contact 
Michele Carlson at mcarlson@esko.k12.mn.us 
if you would like to help. 
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Upcoming Events

- Monday, Oct. 11:  PIE Meeting – 
6:30 – Library
- Thursday, Oct. 21:  No School

Elementary News
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Friday, Oct. 22:  No School
Monday, Oct. 25: No School for Students 

Back to School
We have had a wonderful return to school. Our stu-

dents and staff were ready and we hit the ground running. 
Thanks to our families for their support and for preparing 
their children to have a positive start to the school year. 
We are excited that we are able to return to some of our 
“old” routines and work to have a more normal school 
year. I think we all share in that hope of normalcy. We 
look forward to partnering with you this year and making 
2021/2022 a great school year. 

Partners in Education (PIE)
If you are looking to get involved in a worthwhile orga-

nization that does wonderful things for the students in our 
building, then PIE is the group for you. Becoming a mem-
ber is easy! If you are a parent of a child in Winterquist 
Elementary School, then you are already a member of this 
group. Meetings are held on the second Monday of each 
month at 6:30 pm in the library. This is a great opportu-
nity to get together with this progressive group to talk, 
discuss, and support the school experience at Winterquist 
Elementary. PIE continues to raise money each year to 
support and provide educational opportunities for our 
young learners. We hope to see you at the meetings.

Other Items
• Students are not allowed in the building before 7:45 

a.m. or after 3:30 p.m. unless they are under direct 
supervision by a teacher or coach.

• The phone number to reach Winterquist Elementary is 
218-879-3361. 

• Please be sure to contact the school by 8:30 if your 
child is absent. Parents/guardians are required to 
inform the office of their child’s absence and the rea-
son. If they do not call the office we will contact them 
as a safety precaution.  If we can’t get an excuse for the 
absence it will turn into an unexcused absence.

• With fall fast approaching, the mornings are quite 
cool. Make sure to send along a jacket or sweatshirt 
with your child. They are outside on the playground to 
start the day.

Winterquist P.I.E. Meeting Minutes
Minutes
Time: 6:30pm
Location: Library 
Board members in attendance: Crysta Reeves, Heather 
East
Minutes Approval
Approved
Treasurer Report

Teacher Requests
Third grade scholastic subscription $818. Motion made to 
approve the spending. Motion passed.
Fall Fundraiser
Fundraiser will start Sep 27 with a video in lieu of an 
assembly to kick it off, ending Oct 15. Assembly for win-

ners of grand prize/drawings on Oct 20, pending approval 
of school officials. 
Still deciding on the grand prize. Board will continue ask-
ing businesses for donations to help with this and for draw-
ings. Wal-Mart donated a $75 gift card.
Final assembly will include winners pieing teachers (if they 
volunteer); as well as Mr. Harker if we raise $15,000 during 
the fundraiser.
Conference Meals
Conferences currently conflict with ELC, but ELC is tenta-
tive; may need to move dates. Two parents volunteered to 
call restaurants for meal donations.
Fall Apparel Sale
Need to look at the best options for companies to work 
with. Parents volunteered to call for best pricing and ser-
vices from vendors. We would keep items at cost again, 
other than the hats which we have used as a fundraising 
item. Deadline to have apparel back would be by winter 
break.
Yearbook
Emily Waldo is looking for one parent from each grade to 
help with the yearbook. Teachers send in pictures and par-
ents would be responsible for organizing the grade in the 
yearbook software. Requests for volunteers will be posted 
on Facebook.
Next Meeting October 11th, 6:30pm in the Library
Any questions can be emailed to at pie@esko.k12.mn.us

Youth Basketball Information
The philosophy of the Esko Community Education Basketball Program is to provide a positive experience for our kids 
with the following goals in mind:  developing fundamental basketball skills, learning teamwork, practicing good sports-
manship, having fun, fostering a desire to win, and developing a love for the game.

You will receive your schedule from your coach. No masks are required at this time for practice or games. (9/16/21)

K-6 Elementary Basketball begins- Saturdays 12/4-2/26  Schedules will be given on Picture Day.
Grades 4-6:  Additional practices during the week beginning in mid November. 

Elementary Basketball Picture Day:  Saturday November 20th
        Parents & Coaches meeting immediately following each picture session

        T-shirts and reversible jerseys will be distributed on picture day
Picture Schedule:
K-1 Boys 2:00 pm
K-1 Girls 2:45 pm
2-3 Boys 3:15 pm
2-3 Girls 3:45 pm 
4th Boys 4:15 pm
4th Girls 4:30 pm
5th Boys 4:45 pm
5th Girls 5:00 pm
6th Boys 5:15 pm
6th Girls 5:30 pm 

Meet by the Clock Lobby & Varsity Gym.  Please arrive 15 minutes before your scheduled time.
Any questions please contact Matt Berger, Community Education’s Elementary Basketball Coordinator at 

eskohoopsdriversed@gmail.com 

Registration opens October 1st- November 7th through Community Education. Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram for updates. 

Esko Hockey Registration 
Is Open! 

Complete online at

https://eskohockey.
sportngin.com/register/

form/956038053
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esko eskomos

ESKO

ALUMNI

HOMECOMING  

TA ILGATE  PREGAME  10 .1 .21

Inviting all former Esko Eskomo
Football players to tailgate with us

Friday October 1, 2021
3:30 Stadium Parking Lot

Special tent, music, cookies and
beverages provided

Stay for the game and enjoy
premium viewing inside the fence!

Kick off 5:00 vs. The Two
Harbors Agates

ATTENTION WINTER SPORT ATHLETES
If you haven’t already done so, please make sure to turn in all of your eligibility paperwork, as well as
register online thru the school website for the sport you wish to participate in.   The following are
athletic activities that are available for student athletes in the 2021-2022 Season.  If you have any
questions, please contact the coach or the Activities Director, Chad Stoskopf, at 879-1909 or via email
cstoskopf@esko.k12.mn.us

Boys’ Basketball:  Head Varsity Coach – Derek Anderson danderson@esko.k12.mn.us (218)879-4673 ext 368

Girls’ Basketball:   Head Varsity Coach – Scott Antonutti santonutti@esko.k12.mn.us (218)879-4673

C-E-C   Alpine (Boys & Girls) Ski:  Coach – Ryan Zimny  rzimny@isd94.org (218)879-3393

C-E-C   Wrestling:  Coach – Al Denman  adenman@isd94.org (218) 879-3393 ext. 1306

C-E-C   Nordic (Boys & Girls) Ski:   Coach –  Arne Maijala amaijala1@isd94.org (218)879-3328

C-E-C   Boys’ Hockey:   Coach – Shea Walters swalters@barr.com (218)409-5477

C-E-C   Girls’ Hockey:  Coach – Courtney Olin colin1@isd94.org (218)591-5171

Cheerleading:      Coaches- Kari Knutson kknutson@esko.k12.mn.us
Joyce Bergstedt jbergstedt@esko.k12.mn.us

*Prior to practice all athletes need to have the following completed-
1) Online Sports Registration
2) Current Sports Physical signed by Physician (good for 3 years).  If unsure contact Tanya Pagelkopf at

tpagelkopf@esko.k12.mn.us and she can let you know if your child is in need of a current physical.
3) Pay Activity Fee

~MORE INFORMATION TO COME ~

On behalf of the Esko Sports Alliance we would like to thank everyone who partici-
pated, sponsored a tee sponsorship or worked at the Bob Thompson Memorial - Esko 
Sports Alliance Golf Fundraiser.  Due to the generosity of many, we were able to raise 
approximately $15,000 at this year’s event.  Without the fantastic support of individuals 
and area businesses, this would not have been possible.  The proceeds from this year’s 
tournament will help maintain quality programs and provide opportunities for Esko stu-
dent athletes.  

Our twenty-first annual event is scheduled for Saturday, September 10, 2022 at the 
Cloquet Country Club.  Please mark your calendar, we hope you can be there and take 
part in this special event.  Thanks again for your continued support! 

Abco Plumbing and Heating
ABS Auto Solutions - John Felmlee

Adolphson - Julie Antonutti
Absolute Fire Protection

Advantage Emblem
Alaspa & Murray

Arrowhead Insurance Agency
B & B Market

Arrowhead Water
Barnes Care

Best Christmas Ever
Bill Hudspith Family

Bob Thompson Family
Boldt Construction

Budget Blinds
Buffalo House

Centricity Credit Union
Charter NEX Films

Class of 1983
Class of 1992

Cloquet Community Printing
Commissioner Bodie

DALCO
Dan Linder

Downtown Dental Care
Duluth Chiropractic Clinic

DSGW
Edward Jones - Kory Deadrick
Esko Cross Country and Track 

Coaches  
Esko Fitness Center

Esko Liquors
Finn & Feather - Robyn O’Neill

Farmers Insurance - Scott Prachar
Fisher, Hexum, Harker

Frandsen Bank & Trust - Gene 
Pellitier

Houle Drywall
Jason Naud, D.D.S.
Jeff & Cindy Salo

Jeff Foster Trucking
Go Klean

Granite Works
Graphic Technologies

Great Lakes Insurance Agency
Hailey Salo

Hagen’s Glass
Pfister Family
Jerry Maunu

John Hendrickson
Julian Bertogliat

Karppinen Construction
Kiminski Paving

Kivi Bros. Trucking Inc.
Korby Construction

KQDS - Scott Christensen
Kraus-Anderson Construction

Mike Liikala
LendSmart Mortgage

Lenny Conklin - St Farm
Radosevich Law Office

RAM Mutual
Roger Maki - ReMax

Ray Riihiluoma
Reliable Insurance

Rendezvous
Rod Johnson Family

Russ Davidson Family
Scott Eskuri
Scott Kellett

Sinnott Blacktop Inc.
Smith Company

Split Rock Private Trading
St. Germain Cabinets

St. Germain’s Glass
Steve Knutson Family

Shawn/Maggie Sunnarborg
Sunnarborg Well Drilling

Super One Foods
Super One Liquor
Superior Squeegee

Terri Port Wright Law Office
Thrivent - Todd Rengo

Thrivent - Christopher Henegen
Thrivent - Tim Sundstrom

Tollerud Heating & Cooling
Tom & Leslie Nooyen - Adolphson

Town and Country Insurance
True North Spinal Care, PLLC

UHL Company Inc.
Up North Insurance Agency Inc

W4L
Wealth Management - S Marline

Weets Brothers
Widdes

Third Base - Aaron Hanson

Thank you from the Esko 
Sports Alliance

Athletic Information

• Pay your Athletic/Activities fee payments online or to Gretchen Grover in the High 
School office.

• Sports Qualifying Physicals can be emailed to tpagelkopf@esko.k12.mn.us .  
• Staff:  Pick up your athletic passes in the High School office.
• Senior Citizen Passes available in the High School Office.  Must be an Esko resident and 

age 65+.
• Esko Athletic Punch passes can be picked up in the District Office.  Cost is $50 for 

adults and $25 for students for a 10 count punch pass. 
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Clerk’s Minutes 
The Esko Board of Education, Independent School District 
No. 99, Esko, Minnesota, held their regular board meeting 
on Monday, June 14, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. in the theater. 
Members present: Jeff Salo, Margaret Sunnarborg, Todd 
Rengo, Jerry Frederick, Leona Johnson, Steve McConnell 
and Superintendent Aaron Fischer. 

Call the Meeting to Order 
Chairperson Jeff Salo called the meeting to order at 6:30 
p.m. 
Approval of Agenda 
Moved by Todd Rengo second by Jerry Frederick to 
approve the agenda. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
Approval of Consent Agenda Items 
Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Jerry Frederick to 
approve the Consent Agenda items. Motion carried by 
unanimous vote. 
• Approve the minutes of the May 24, 2021 School Board 
meeting.

Donations Received. 
• Buffalo House in the amount of $350.00 for Esko Fun 

Days. 
• Leonard Conklin Insurance Company in the amount 

of $400.00 for Kindergarten 
• Activity Fund (t-shirts). 
• Ziegler, Inc. in the amount of $500.00 for Robotics. 
• Northstar Mechanical Services in the amount of 

$500.00 for Esko Fun Days. 
Personnel. 
• Parental Leave request from Jessica Zervas. 
• Tenure for Laura Grenier effective 2021-2022. 
• Tenure for Steve Krueger effective 2021-2022. 
• Tenure for Blake Johnson effective 2021-2022. 
• Tenure for Emily Rogers effective 2021-2022. 

Treasurer’s Report. 
o May 2021. 

Approve the Addition of a 1.0 FTE Counselor Position 
Moved by Leona Johnson, second by Todd Rengo to 
approve the addition of a 1.0 FTE Counselor position. 
Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
Approve the Hire of Riley Fischer as a Summer Helper 
Moved by Leona Johnson, second by Jerry Frederick to 
approve the hire of Riley Fischer as a summer helper up to 
40 hours per week. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
Accept Letter of Resignation from Ronald Majchrzak, Cool 
Kids Program Assistant, with Approval to Post the Position 
Moved by Jerry Frederick, second by Todd Rengo to accept 
a letter of resignation from Ronald Majchrzak, Cool Kids 
Program Assistant, with approval to post the position. The 
Board thanks him for his service to the district. Motion 
carried by unanimous vote. 
Accept Letter of Resignation from Debra Majchrzak, Cool 
Kids Program Assistant, with Approval to Post the Position 
Moved by Jerry Frederick, second by Todd Rengo to accept 
a letter of resignation from Debra Majchrzak, Cool Kids 
Program Assistant, with approval to post the position. The 
Board thanks her for her service to the district. Motion 
carried by unanimous vote. 

Accept Letter of Resignation from Marais Kallis, 
Paraprofessional, with Approval to Post the Position
 Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Leona Johnson to accept 
a letter of resignation from Marais Kallis, 
Paraprofessional, with approval to post the position. The 
Board thanks her for her service to the district. Motion 
carried by unanimous vote. 
Approve 2021-2022 Membership Renewal (Specific Services 
Contract with Arrowhead Regional Computing Consortium 
Moved by Leona Johnson, second by Jerry Frederick to 
approve the 2021-2022 Membership Renewal (Specific 
Services Contract) with Arrowhead Regional Computing 
Consortium. Motion carried by unanimous vote.
Approve 2021-2022 Resolution for Membership in the 
Minnesota State High School League 
Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Steve McConnell to 
approve the 2021-2022 Resolution for Membership in the 
Minnesota State High School League. Motion carried by 
unanimous vote. 
Add a Demographic Study at a cost of $2,500.00 and/or an 
Educational Adequacy Study at a Cost of $2,000.00 onto the 
ICS Planning Services Agreement 
Moved by Leona Johnson, second by Todd Rengo to add 
the Educational Adequacy Study at a cost of $2,000.00 to 
the ICS Planning Services Agreement. Motion carried by 
unanimous vote. 
Approve the Transfer of Funds from the Unassigned General 
Fund to Reserve for Community Education due to Covid 19 
in the amount of $25,000.00 
Moved by Leona Johnson, second by Todd Rengo to 
approve the transfer of funds from the Unassigned General 
Fund to Reserve for Community Education due to Covid 
19 in the amount of $25,000.00. Motion carried by unani-
mous vote.
Approve the Transfer of Funds from the Reserve for ECFE 
to Reserve for Community Education to offset Covid 19 
Childcare Costs in the amount of $50,000.00 
Moved by Leona Johnson, second by Todd Rengo to 
approve the transfer of funds from the Reserve for ECFE 
to Reserve for Community Education to offset Covid 19 
childcare costs in the amount of $50,000.00. Motion car-
ried by unanimous vote. 
Approve Designation of Teresa Hart to Perform Electronic 
Fund Transfers, Authorized Personnel for Banking Purposes 
and Statement Recipient as Director of Business Services, 
effective July 1, 2021 
Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Jerry Frederick to 
approve the designation of Teresa Hart to perform elec-
tronic fund transfers, and to be included in the authorized 
personnel for banking purposes and be the statement 
recipient as Director of Business Services, effective July 1, 
2021. Motion carried by unanimous vote.
Approve the Fiscal Year 2022 Budget 
Moved by Jerry Frederick, second by Leona Johnson to 
approve the Fiscal Year 2022 budget. Motion carried by 
unanimous vote.

Approve Summer 2021 COVID Preparedness Plan 
Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Margaret Sunnarborg 
to approve the Summer 2021 COVID Preparedness Plan. 
Motion carried by unanimous vote.
Public Opportunity to Comment on the Return to School 
Safe Learning Plan 

The public had an opportunity to comment on the Return 
to School Safe Learning Plan. There weren’t any comments 
from the public.
Administrative Reports
Principals’ Reports: 
Elementary School - Principal Brian Harker reported on 
the following: 
• Kindergarten graduation/parade was held last week. 
• Students last day was last Wednesday, the staff finished 

on Thursday. 
• There will be 4 grade levels participating in the sum-

mer learning this year. 
High School - Principal Greg Hexum reported the follow-
ing: 
• We graduated 100% of our seniors who were in our 

building this year. 
• The school year wrapped up very smoothly. . Several 

girls and boys qualified for the State Track Meet. 
Board Committee Reports: 
Jeff Salo - Facilities Zoom meeting with Minnesota Power 
regarding solar projects 
Still waiting on dates and times for the teacher negotiation 
meetings 
Todd Rengo - Facilities Zoom meeting with Minnesota 
Power regarding solar projects 
Jerry Frederick – Facilities Zoom meeting with Minnesota 
Power regarding solar projects 
Superintendent’s Report: 
Supt. Aaron Fischer: 
• Thanks to the Board for the staff end of year apprecia-

tion luncheon. 
• Proud of how we ended the year given the circum-

stances of the year. 
• Next year planning begins tomorrow.
Congratulations and Commendations 
• Thanks to Nicki Peterson and Gavin Johnson for the 

great job in planning graduation. 
• Thanks to Bernie Ozan for the design of the gradua-

tion set. 
• Thanks to all the staff, teachers, paraprofessionals, bus 

drivers, food service, custodians, clerical, 
• administration, early childhood, community education 

and substitutes, for all the hard work to make this year 
a success. 

• Thanks to the Board for all the decisions they had to 
make. Thanks to Janet Halonen for her work for the 
district. 

Adjournment 
There being no further business, moved by Jerry Frederick, 
second by Margaret Sunnarborg to adjourn at 7:36 p.m, 
Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

Todd Rengo Clerk

Clerk’s Minutes 
The Esko Board of Education, Independent School District 
No. 99, Esko, Minnesota, held their regular  board meet-
ing on Monday, July 12, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. in the Board 
Conference Room. 
Members present: Jeff Salo, Margaret Sunnarborg, Todd 
Rengo, Jerry Frederick, Leona Johnson, Steve  McConnell 
and Superintendent Aaron Fischer. 

Call the Meeting to Order 
Chairperson Jeff Salo called the meeting to order at 6:30 
p.m. 
Approval of Agenda 
Moved by Todd Rengo second by Jeff Salo to approve the 
agenda. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
Approval of Consent Agenda Items 
Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Leona Johnson to 
approve the Consent Agenda items. Motion carried  by 
unanimous vote. 
• Approve the minutes of the June 14, 2021, School Board 
meeting. 
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• Donations Received. 
• Anonymous in the amount of $2,000.00 for Esko Fun 

Days.
Approve the Hire of Cora VandeWege as a K-12 Counselor 
for the 2021-2022 School Year 
Moved by Jeff Salo, second by Leona Johnson to approve 
the hire of Cora VandeWege as a K-12  Counselor for the 
2021-2022 school year. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
Approve the Hire of Charlotte Franck as a 1.0 FTE 
Housekeeper 
Moved by Leona Johnson, second by Jerry Frederick 
to approve the hire of Charlotte Franck as a 1.0 FTE  
Housekeeper. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
Approve the Hire of Dennis Rengo as a Paraprofessional 
starting the 2021-2022 School Year 
Moved by Jeff Salo, second by Margaret Sunnarborg to 
approve the hire of Dennis Rengo as a  Paraprofessional 
starting the 2021-2022 school year pending return of 
background check. Motion carried  by the following vote: 
Aye votes by Margaret Sunnarborg, Jerry Frederick, Leona 
Johnson, Jeff Salo and  Steve McConnell with Todd Rengo 
abstaining from the vote, and no nay votes. 
Accept Letter of Resignation from Brian Johnson as a 
Paraprofessional 
Moved by Jerry Frederick, second by Todd Rengo 
to accept a letter of resignation from Brian Johnson,  
Paraprofessional, effective immediately. The Board thanks 
him for his service to the district. Motion  carried by unan-
imous vote. 
Approve Substitute Pay Increase 
Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Steve McConnell to 
approve an increase to the hourly rate of pay for  substitute 
paraprofessionals, custodians, food service, Cool Kids pro-
gram assistants and ECFE/SR  program assistants to $12.00 
per hour. Motion carried by unanimous vote.
Approve Purchase of New Front and Side Curtains for the 
Theater 
Moved by Leona Johnson, second by Jerry Frederick to 
approve the purchase of new front and side  curtains for 
the theater. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
Approve Meal Prices for 2021-2022 
Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Margaret Sunnarborg 
to approve the 2021-2022 meal prices as  follows: Student 
Breakfast $1.10, Adult Breakfast $1.90, K-6 Lunch $2.30, 
7-12 Lunch $2.40, Adult  Lunch $3.85. Motion carried by 
unanimous vote. 
Authorize Administration to Call for Quotes for the Purchase 
and Delivery of Bread and Milk Products  for 2021-2022 
Moved by Jerry Frederick, second by Todd Rengo to autho-
rize administration to call for quotes for the  purchase of 
bread and milk for the 2021-2022 school year. Motion car-
ried by unanimous vote. 
Authorize Administration to Call for Quotes on #1 and #2 
Diesel Fuel, Gasoline and Propane for  2021-2022 
Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Steve McConnell to 
authorize administration to call for quotes on #1  and #2 
diesel fuel, gasoline and propane for the 2021-2022 school 
year. Motion carried by unanimous  vote. 
Authorize Administration to Call for Quotes on Snow 
Removal for 2021-2022 
Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Jerry Frederick to autho-
rize administration to call for quotes on snow  removal for 
the 2021-2022 school year. Motion carried by unanimous 
vote. 
Approve the 10-Year Long Term Facilities Maintenance Plan 
Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Leona Johnson to 
approve the 10-year Long Term Facilities  Maintenance 

Plan as presented. (Copy on file in the office of the superin-
tendent.) Motion carried by  unanimous vote. 
Annual Review of Policy 807- Health and Safety 
Moved by Leona Johnson, second by Jerry Frederick to 
approve the annual review of Policy 807 – Health  and 
Safety. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
Administrative Reports 
Principals’ Reports: 
Elementary School - Principal Brian Harker reported on 
the following: 
• Interview for Para position brought forth a recommen-

dation. 
• All Paraprofessionals are good to go. 
• Summer school is going well with good energy and 

positive reviews. 
• High School – Principal Greg Hexum reported the 

following: 
• Summer school going well and has been received 

well. Four teachers instructing. • Fifty-eight semester 
failures but 56 of those 58 have been recovered in 3 
weeks. • Follow up with those students to help with 
success during the school year. 

Board Committee Reports: 
Jeff Salo – Solar discussions. 
Margaret Sunnarborg – Esko Town Hall Meeting. 
Jerry Frederick – Esko Town Hall Meetings. Certified Team 
Negotiation dates.
Superintendent’s Report: 
Supt. Aaron Fischer: 
•  Dog Park – there is interest in using school property. 
•  Working with Tony Compo on the Fire Marshall 

Report. 
• 10-Year Facilities Plan – walk through classrooms with 

ICS this fall. In-service time for input on  facility uses 
and ideas. 

• Solar Panel project. 
• Concrete – August project. Start the football bleacher 

project. 
Congratulations and Commendations 
Thanks to the summer school staff: 
• Katie Siats 
• Diane Gustafson 
• Wendy Smith 
• Brian Wickenheiser 
• Kristy Streveler 
• Sam Longseth 
• Jeremy Weaver 
• Caitlin Lilly 
Open Forum 
Ruth Janke was in attendance to speak on behalf of the 
Town Board on the following topics: Activate  Park Board, 
updating the pavilion and playground, use of school prop-
erty for a dog park and parking lot  at Northridge. Public 
comment to be announced. 
Adjournment 
There being no further business, moved by Leona Johnson, 
second by Margaret Sunnarborg to adjourn at  7:11 p.m. 
Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

Todd Rengo Clerk

Clerk’s Minutes 
The Esko Board of Education, Independent School District 
No. 99, Esko, Minnesota, held their regular  board meeting 
on Tuesday, August 10, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. in the Board 
Conference Room. 
Members present: Jeff Salo, Margaret Sunnarborg, Todd 
Rengo, Jerry Frederick, Leona Johnson, Steve  McConnell 
and Superintendent Aaron Fischer. 

Call the Meeting to Order 
Chairperson Jeff Salo called the meeting to order at 6:30 
p.m. 
Approval of Agenda 

Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Leona Johnson to 
approve the agenda with the addition of 27B – Gym  Safety 
and Equipment Repairs. Motion carried by unanimous 
vote. 
Approval of Consent Agenda Items 
Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Jerry Frederick to 
approve the Consent Agenda items. Motion carried  by 
unanimous vote. 
• Approve the minutes of the July 12, 2021, School Board 
meeting. 

• Personnel. 
• Parental leave request from Jenna Barrett. 
• Fundraiser Request. 
• Esko Sideline Squad – sell window clings before every 

home game.
Approve Sports Medicine Services Agreement with Essentia 
Health Systems 
Moved by Leona Johnson, second by Margaret Sunnarborg 
to approve the Sports Medicine Services  Agreement with 
Essentia Health Systems. Motion carried by unanimous 
vote. 
Approve Return to School Covid-19 Safety Protocols 
Mr. Fischer handed out a sample letter from the MDE to 
start the discussion. Mr. Fischer’s  recommendations to 
the board were within the letter. Moved by Todd Rengo, 
second by Jerry Frederick  to approve the return to school 
safety protocols with a motion to include the date for a 
special board meeting on August 30, 2021, in the letter. 
Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
Approve 2021/2022 Fall Coaching Pending Return of 
Background Checks 
Moved by Jerry Frederick, second by Steve McConnell to 
approve 2021/2022 fall coaching pending  return of back-
ground checks. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
Approve Coaches Handbook 
Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Steve McConnell to 
approve the Coaches Handbook for the 2021/2022  school 
year. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
Approve Spirit Squad Addition to Cheerleading 
Moved by Steve McConnell, second by Leona Johnson to 
approve the Spirit Squad addition to  cheerleading. Motion 
carried by unanimous vote. 
Approve High School Handbook 
Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Steve McConnell to 
approve the High School Handbook for the  2021/2022 
school year. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
Approve Winterquist Elementary Student Handbook 
Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Steve McConnell to 
approve the Winterquist Elementary Student  Handbook 
for the 2021/2022 school year. Motion carried by unani-
mous vote. 
Approve the Staff Handbook 
Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Steve McConnell to 
approve the Staff Handbook for the 2021/2022  school year. 
Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
Approve the Paraprofessional Handbook 
Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Steve McConnell to 
approve the Paraprofessional Handbook for the  2021/2022 
school year. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
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Approve the Food Service Employee Handbook 
Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Steve McConnell to 
approve the Food Service Employee Handbook  for the 
2021/2022 school year. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
Approve the Community Education Handbook 
Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Steve McConnell to 
approve the Community Education Handbook for  the 
2021/2022 school year. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
Approve the Cool Kids Handbooks 
Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Steve McConnell to 
approve the Cool Kids Handbook for the  2021/2022 school 
year. Motion carried by unanimous vote.
Approve the School Readiness Handbook 
Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Steve McConnell 
to approve the School Readiness Handbook for the  
2021/2022 school year. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
Approve the Transportation Handbook 
Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Steve McConnell to 
approve the Transportation Handbook for the  2021/2022 
school year. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
Approve the Milk Provider for 2021/2022 
Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Margaret Sunnarborg 
to approve Kemps as the milk provider for the  2021/2022 
school year. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
Approve the Bread Provider for 2021/2022 
Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Margaret Sunnarborg 
to approve Pan-O-Gold as the bread provider for  the 
2021/2022 school year. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
Approve the Transportation Fuel Provider for 2021/2022 
Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Margaret Sunnarborg to 
approve Como Oil & Propane as the  transportation fuel 
provider for the 2021/2022 school year. Motion carried by 
unanimous vote. 
Approved the Snow Removal Provider for 2021/2022 
Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Margaret Sunnarborg to 
approve NUW Transport as the snow removal  provider for 
the 2021/2022 school year. Motion carried by unanimous 
vote. 
Approve the Extra Curricular Faculty Assignments for 
2021/2022 
Moved by Jerry Frederick, second by Todd Rengo to 
approve extra-curricular faculty assignments for the  
2021/2022 school year. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
Approve Changing Early Release Days from Mondays to 
Wednesdays 
Moved by Leona Johnson, second by Jerry Frederick to 
approve going back to the normal schedule and  changing 
early release days from Mondays to Wednesdays at 2:30 
p.m. for the 2021/2022 school year.  Motion carried by 
unanimous vote. 
Accept Letter of Resignation from Deb Holte as 
Paraprofessional effective August 31, 2021 
Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Margaret Sunnarborg 
to accept a letter of resignation from Deb Holte  as 
Paraprofessional with approval to post the position. Motion 
carried by unanimous vote. 
Approve Gym Safety Equipment 
Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Steve McConnell 
to approve gym safety equipment at a cost of up to  
$21,000.00. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
Administrative Reports 
Principals’ Reports: 
Elementary School - Principal Brian Harker reported on 
the following: 
• Finalized schedules for teachers and paraprofessionals 
• Need to post internally first for the paraprofessional 

position 
• Kindercamp was this week with 89 students in atten-

dance 
• Slogan/Motto being considered for students/staff 

return to school 
High School – Principal Greg Hexum reported the follow-
ing: 
• Fall activities start next Monday. A lot of students will 

be back in the building • Schedules are set 

• Re-establishing commitments with staff and students 
• Freshman Forum is back
• Discussed data of test scores – MCA data for the fall 
• Benchmark testing 3 times a year 
Board Committee Reports: 
Jeff Salo – Certified negotiations went well 
Margaret Sunnarborg – Esko Town Hall Meetings – 
Highway 61 is going to 2 lanes instead of 4 lanes 
Jerry Frederick – Esko Town Hall Meetings 
 AFSCME negotiations 
Todd Rengo – Facilities Zoom meeting with Minnesota 
Power 
 Negotiations went well 
Leona Johnson – Certified negotiations went well 
Steve McConnell – AFSCME negotiations 
Superintendent’s Report: 
Supt. Aaron Fischer: 
• In touch with ICS on facilities planning timelines 
• Looking to do focus sessions with teachers 
• Completed 10-year plan of projects with bus garage 
• Working on new 10-year plan with ICS 
• Solar project at athletic field 
Congratulations and Commendations 
• Thanks to the Custodial Staff for their nice work 
• Thanks to Michele Carlson for a successful Esko Fun 

Days 
Communications 
• The Board has received and read many emails from 

Esko residents – informed decisions are made  by the 
board members 

Open Forum 
Community members were in attendance to voice their 
views on masking and in-person learning.  
Adjournment 
There being no further business, moved by Todd Rengo, 
second by Jerry Frederick to adjourn at 7:46 p.m. Motion 
carried by unanimous vote. 

Todd Rengo Clerk

Clerk’s Minutes 
The Esko Board of Education, Independent School District 
No. 99, Esko, Minnesota, held a Special Board Meeting on 
Monday, August 30, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. in the Theater. 
Members present: Jeff Salo, Margaret Sunnarborg, Todd 
Rengo, Jerry Frederick, Leona Johnson, Steve  McConnell 
and Superintendent Aaron Fischer. 

Call the Meeting to Order 
Chairperson Jeff Salo called the meeting to order at 6:30 
p.m. 
Approval of Agenda 
Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Jerry Frederick to 
approve the agenda. Motion carried by unanimous  vote. 
Approval of Consent Agenda Items 
Moved by Jerry Frederick, second by Todd Rengo to 
approve the Consent Agenda items. Motion carried  by 
unanimous vote. 
• Donations Received. 
• Variable-Bucket at Esko Fun Days in the amount of 

$243.17. 
• Grant Received. 
• Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation Grant 

in the amount of $3,000 for  World on Water: A 
Project Based Learning Project. 

Approve the 2021/2022-2022/2023 Master Agreement 
between ISD No. 99, Esko, Minnesota and Esko  Education 
Association 
Moved by Jeff Salo, second by Leona Johnson to approve 
the 2021/2022-2022/2023 Master Agreement  between ISD 
No. 99, Esko, Minnesota and Esko Education Association. 
Motion carried by unanimous  vote. 
Approve the Purchase of up to 20 iPads at a Cost of $6,000. 
Moved by Steve McConnell, second by Jerry Frederick 
to approve the purchase of 20 iPads at a cost of  $6,000. 

Moved by Steve McConnell, second by Jerry Frederick to 
approve the purchase of up to 20 iPads  at a cost of $6,000. 
Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
Approve Hires Pending Background Check Clearance 
Moved by Leona Johnson, second by Todd Rengo to 
approve the following hires pending background  check 
clearance: Sujata Mumma – Cool Kids Program Assistants, 
Samantha Dammer – Cool Kids  Program Assistant, 
Morgan Ward – Cool Kids Program Assistant and Amber 
Pietrusa – Junior High  Volleyball Coach. Motion carried 
by unanimous vote. 
Approve Hire of Kristina Ashmore as a Paraprofessional 
Moved by Leona Johnson, second by Todd Rengo 
to approve to the hire of Kristina Ashmore as a  
Paraprofessional. Background check clearance obtained 
May 2021. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
Approve COVID Protocols 
Moved by Todd Rengo, second by Margaret Sunnarborg to 
approve the COVID-19 Mitigation Strategies  for Fall 2021. 
Motion carried by unanimous vote by roll call. 
Esko Public Schools COVID-19 Mitigation Strategies Fall 
2021 
Esko Public Schools remains committed to providing a safe 
and healthy environment for all students, staff and visitors 
to our buildings as we look forward to a more typical but 
transitional year of in-person learning, five days a week, in 
2021-22. 
As we have done throughout the pandemic, the District 
will continue to consider guidance from the state, review-
ing recommendations and implementing requirements 
from state or other regulatory agencies, making appropriate 
changes based on data related to local conditions.
Face Coverings 
• Face coverings are required on all district provided 
transportation in accordance with federal guidelines. This 
includes all pre-K through 12th grade students, drivers and 
other staff, and extends to extracurricular trips. 
• Face coverings are required indoors for all students Pre-K 
through 6th grade and the staff, visitors and volunteers who 
work with this population or students, regardless of vac-
cination status. This requirement is for school hours only. 
Students will be permitted to remove masks while eating 
and at recess. Pre-K though 6th grade staff members may 
remove masks or alternately use a face shield in unique, 
educationally necessary circumstances. 
• Face coverings, while indoors, are recommended but not 
required for students and staff in grades 7-12. 
• In unique circumstances where K-12 students may be 
commingled in a single space, building administrators will 
assess the need for appropriately adjusted masking mea-
sures. • Symptomatic people will be required to wear a face 
covering and isolate while waiting to go home or visiting 
the nurse. 
Physical Distancing 
• All learners will attend school in person five days a week.  
• We will maximize physical distancing in learning spaces 
to the extent possible.  
Cleaning and Sanitizing Protocols 
• Cleaning and sanitizing protocols from the 2020-21 
school year will continue.  • Hand washing routines will 
continue.  
• Hand sanitizer will continue to be available. 
Daily Health Screening 
Parents are required to pre-screen their children daily for 
symptoms of COVID-19 prior to their arrival at school or 
the bus stop. In accordance with Minnesota Department 
of Health standards and the Esko Public Schools Health 
Plan, students with the following symptoms consistent with 
COVID-19 should not come to school: 
· Fever greater than or equal to 100.4 F * 
· New onset and/or worsening cough 
· Difficulty breathing 
· New loss of taste or smell 
· OR at least two of the following: 
o Sore throat
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o Nausea 
o Vomiting * 
o Diarrhea 
o Chills 
o Muscle pain 
o Excessive fatigue 
o New onset of severe headache 
o New onset of nasal congestion or runny nose
*Please Note: The standard illness policy states that stu-
dents must stay home for at least 24 hours after the last 
incident of vomiting or frequent diarrhea and/or resolution 
of fever without the use of fever-reducing medicine.
Confirmed COVID-19 Cases 
• Confirmed COVID-19 cases will continue to be reported 
to the Minnesota Department of Health
Quarantine 
• Quarantine due to a COVID-19 exposure is not required 
if: 
• Individual(s) are fully vaccinated and do not have 

symptoms.  Individual(s) have tested positive for 
COVID-19 in the last 90 days and do not have symp-
toms. 

• Individuals were masked at the time of exposure (this 
will apply to all Pre-K-6 students and staff and any 
7-12 student who is unvaccinated but masked at the 
time of exposure). • Learners or staff are required to 
quarantine for 10 days, if they:  

• test positive for COVID-19 or 
• have COVID-19 like symptoms or 
• live with someone who tests positive/displays COVID-

19 like symptoms unless: ▪ Individual(s) are fully vac-
cinated and do not have symptoms. 

• Individual(s) have tested positive for COVID-19 in the 
last 90 days and do not have symptoms. 

• Quarantines may be shortened to 7 days after exposure if 
individual(s) provides proof of a negative PCR test taken at 
or after day 5 from exposure. Documentation is to be pro-
vided to the school nurse.  
• Families and staff will be notified of an exposure in 
an ISD 99 setting and should monitor for symptoms of 
COVID-19. 
Transportation 
• Masks are required on all district provided transportation 
in accordance with federal guidelines.  • 3 feet of physical 
distance will be maintained between drivers and riders.
Changing Circumstances 
If the CDC and/or Minnesota Department of Health issues 
new requirements at any point throughout the year, ISD 
99 will make any necessary adjustments and communicate 
those with staff and families as soon as possible. 
Additionally, the Superintendent of Schools, in conjunction 
with the Board of Education Chairperson, will make and 
communicate safety and health-related decisions as they 
deem necessary and appropriate due to the changing cir-
cumstances of the pandemic.
Activities and Athletics 
We continue to review recommendations and follow any 
requirements outlined by Minnesota Department of Health 
in conjunction with the Minnesota State High School 
League (MSHSL). 
Academics 
• There will be no Monday half-days in 2021-22, but 
Wednesday 2:30 p.m early dismissals for staff development 
will resume.  
• The option for elective full distance learning will not exist 
for the 2021-22 school year. Staff will, however, prepare stu-
dents with skills and knowledge required for full distance 
learning as the possibility for school wide full distance 
learning persists as a result of changing local or statewide 
conditions or requirements. 
• Students who are isolated as a result of illness will have 
access to learning materials as they would in a typical 
school year. Live streaming of classes and daily interaction 
with teachers is not required for students who are isolated 
or quarantined.  

Esko Publics Schools extensive experiences with digital 
learning, one-to-one devices, and learning  management 
systems will ensure high-quality education in the unan-
ticipated event that our schools must  quickly transition 
to distance learning as a result of changing local statewide 
conditions or requirements.  
Open Forum 
Community members were in attendance and voiced their 
views on face masks.  
Adjournment 
There being no further business, moved by Jerry Frederick, 
second by Todd Rengo to adjourn at 7:29 p.m. Motion car-
ried by unanimous vote. 

Todd Rengo Clerk

MINUTES
TOWN BOARD MEETING
JULY 1, 2021

Present: Terry Hill, Ruth Janke, Bill Gerard, Tony Compo, 
Rhonda Peleski, David Pritchett,

Absent: Jason Paulson

Additional Staff Present: Leah Pykkonen, Dan Stangle, Joe 
Jurewicz (remote)

Chairperson Hill called the meeting to order at 11:00 
a.m. in the Town Board Room at the Town Hall.

Janke made a motion to accept the minutes of the previ-
ous meeting.  Second by Gerard.  Motion carried.

Compo made a motion to approve the current vouchers 
in the amount of $ 57,529.87 (Check #’s 46419-46458) to 
pay payroll and due bills and electronic payments in the 
amount of $ 8,547.98.  Second by Gerard.  Motion carried.  

Janke questioned whether staff wages and other expens-
es for Esko Fun Days would be billed to Community 
Education.  Peleski will look into this and see what has 
been done in the past.  The Town has already donated 

$ 4,000 to Community Education for the event.
Stangle gave his monthly report.  He continues to review 

site plans for new home construction as well as other 
construction projects.  The developer for the multi-family 
building on Evelyn St. has begun the building permit appli-
cation process.  He is working with the owner of a blighted 
property to get that parcel cleaned up.  

Gerard would like to again establish a Park Board.  
Compo reported that the fire ladder truck passed the 

required annual inspection.
Peleski reported that the final payment for the 2012 

FEMA reimbursement has been received.  Because of over-
ages from the original estimates, an additional $ 9,000 was 
received for a total of $ 36,000.

A motion to adjourn was made at 11:10 a.m. by Gerard 
with a second by Janke.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted, 
Rhonda Peleski, Clerk/Treasurer    
Terry Hill, Chairperson
Town of Thomson

JULY 15, 2021

Present: Terry Hill, Bill Gerard, Ruth Janke, Rhonda 
Peleski, David Pritchett

Absent: Jason Paulson, Tony Compo

Staff also attending:  Leah Pykkonen, Logan Saline, Joe 
Jurewicz, Kyle Gustafson

Chairperson Hill called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Town Board Room at the Town Hall.  

Gerard made a motion to approve the minutes of the 
previous regular meeting.  Second by Janke.  Motion car-
ried with 3 yeas and Compo and Paulson absent.

Janke made a motion to approve the current vouchers 
in the amount of $ 53,552.45 (Check #’s 46459 – 46494) to 
pay payroll and due bills and electronic payments in the 
amount of $ 8,066.56.  Second by Gerard.  Motion carried 
with 3 yeas and Compo and Paulson absent.

June receipts in the amount of $ 95,353.01 and June fund 
balances were reviewed.

A letter was received from a property owner regard-
ing the Town’s policy on charges for sewer service.  He 
questioned the fairness of the Town policy charging a 
multi-family dwelling a separate sewer charge for each unit.  
He was thanked for his letter.  This will be taken under 
advisement when the sewer ordinance is updated in the 
coming months.

A letter was received from a Korby Road resident as a 
matter of record regarding mail that has been stolen from 
her mailbox.  This has been addressed by law enforcement 
and the post office. 

A motion was made by Gerard with a second by Janke 
to approve the job description for Truck Driver / Utility 
Worker.  Motion carried with 3 yeas and Compo and 
Paulson absent.  This is a new position.  Peleski and Saline 
will work on advertising the position.

Peleski reported that first half property taxes were 
received.  The amount received was approximately $ 
157,000 less than last year at this time.   The County 
Auditor reported that collections for the first half of 2021 
in Thomson Township were 41% compared to 51% in 2020.  
The federal funds received for American Rescue Plan Act 
can be used for revenue recovery if needed.

Marks Road resident Allen Wright was present to inquire 
about road paving and the process of determining which 
roads will be paved.   It was explained that traffic counts 
and number of houses along with condition of the exist-
ing road are some of the factors that determine priority.  
Residents can also petition the Town Board for paving and 
be assessed for the project.  No roads will be paved in 2021. 

Wright also inquired about the possibility of the Town 
working with residents to get better internet access to the 
area.  It was pointed out that there are new satellite options 
being developed that may provide better internet to resi-
dents.  Starlink is currently in the test phase and Thomson 
Township is within the test area.  Mediacom is gauging 
interest in their new  BOLT service.

Gustafson reported that the fire department would like 
to add a new member.  A motion was made by Janke with 
a second by Gerard to approve hiring Jill Tipple effective 
July15, 2021.  Motion carried with 3 yeas and Compo and 
Paulson absent.

The fire department will be attending National Night 
Out on Aug 3 at Northridge Park.  Members will also be 
on hand for the Kristin Burkholder 5k walk/run on Aug 7.  
The street dance during Esko Fun Days will be held in the 
fire hall parking lot again. 

Saline reported that the road crew has been busy work-
ing on the Northridge Park parking lot. 

Gerard reported that there were about a dozen new trees 
in Northridge Park and other areas that were vandalized.

Janke reported that she attended the recent school board 
meeting.  She spoke with someone that is interested in 
being a part of the park board.

A motion to adjourn was made at 6:57 p.m.by Gerard 
with a second by Janke.  Motion carried. 

Respectfully submitted,               
Rhonda Peleski, Clerk/Treasurer                          
Terry Hill, Chairperson

From Our School Board/Around Town
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APOSTOLIC LUTHERAN CHURCH
25 Church Road Esko, MN 55733 (PH: 879-3882)
Pastor Bruce Bergstedt & Pastor Nathan Juntunen

E-mail: eskoapostolic@msn.com

October Worship Schedule

Sundays (3, 10, 17, 24, 31):
9:00-9:45 AM: Sunday School 
9:30 AM: Coffee & Fellowship

10:00 AM Worship Service – All Ages
 *(3rd Sunday - Holy Communion) 

Wednesdays (6, 13, 27) :
(No activities October 20th - MEA Weekend)

 9:30 AM Ladies Bible Study
 5:45 PM: Supper
 6:30 PM Activities for all ages
 Youth Group: Pre-School - 12th Grade
 Adult Bible Study

October 1s t- 3rd: Fall Youth Rally. In Wolf Lake, 
MN. 6th Grade and older are welcome. We would like 

to invite you and your friends to come and share in 
fellowship, praising, & worshiping our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  Theme: “The Peace of God”. Theme verse: 
Philippians 4:7 “And the peace of God, which passeth 
all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds 

through Christ Jesus.”

November Worship Schedule

Sundays (7*, 14, 21, 28):
9:00-9:45 AM Sunday School
9:30 AM Coffee & Fellowship

10:00 AM Worship Service – All Ages
*(3rd Sunday - Holy Communion)

 
*NOTE* November 7th, Daylight Saving Time Ends) 

Wednesdays (3, 10, 17, 24):
 9:30 AM Ladies Bible Study
 5:45 PM: Supper
 6:30 PM Activities for all ages
 Youth Group: Pre-School - 12th Grade
 Adult Bible Study

*November 24th, 6:30 PM: Thanksgiving Eve Service 
(No other activities)

† Check out our Church website at 
www.esko-apostolic.org.  

There are pictures, upcoming events, bulletins, church 
calendar, cemetery information and more!

ST. MATTHEWS LUTHERAN CHURCH
And Little Eskomo Lutheran Preschool
4 Elizabeth Avenue - Esko, MN 55733

218.879.3510 - www.stmatthewsesko.org
A family of believers grounded in, growing in and 

reaching out in Christ
Pastor Tom Brinkley 218-343-2080 

Sundays
8 & 10:30 am Worship – In-Person

9:15 am Sunday School & Bible Study for ALL ages 
10:30 am online worship via St. Matthews Luther-

an Church Facebook and posted to our website www.
stmatthewsesko.org

9:30 am TV Option Channel 6 (KBJR) airs 
“My Savior Lives”

Tuesdays:  Men’s Bible Study 7 am
  Coffee with Pastor 9 am via Facebook

   GriefShare 10 am & 6 pm
   T3 (grades 7-12) 3-5pm

Wednesdays:  Confirmation 3:20-5 pm
            Women’s Bible Study 5:30 pm

Thursdays:  Women’s Bible Study 9:30 am
        Youth Group (7-12) 6-7:30 pm

       Experience Recovery 6 pm

UPCOMING:    
Sunday, October 31st

Trunk or Treat 4-5:30 pm
Come for Treats or Bring your Car to Hand Out 

Treats
BBQ Dinner Available!

Wednesday, November 24th
Thanksgiving Eve Worship 6:30 pm

          
For additional information and updates, 

check our website.
www.stmatthewsesko.org
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OCTOBER 2021 LUNCH MENU SUBJECT TO CHANGE

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

*Alternate line
available for grades
7-12 daily.
*Ala carte (Smart
Snack) line available
for grades 9-12.

*Low fat or fat free milk
offered daily with
breakfast & lunch.
*Fruit & a juice cup
offered daily with
breakfast.

*WGR cereal may be
substituted for main
breakfast item.

1
Breakfast: ColbyCheese
Omelet/Mini Bagel
Lunch: Cheese Pizza
Crunchers, Romaine
Lettuce Salad,
Normandy Vegetable
Blend, Fruit
Alt: Chicken Burger

4
Breakfast: Muffin,
Yogurt or String Cheese
Lunch: Chicken
Nuggets, Twister Fries,
Green Beans, Dinner
Roll, Fruit
Alt: Turkey/Bacon
Wrap

5
Breakfast: Mini Waffles
Lunch: Hamburger/
Bun, Cheese Slice,
Lettuce/ Tomato,
Baked Beans, Oven
Fries, Fruit
Alt: Meat & Potato
Burrito

6
Breakfast: Sausage
Breakfast Pizza
Lunch: Chicken Wild Rice
Soup, Turkey Sandwich,
Crackers, Lettuce Salad,
Fruit
Alt: Salad Bar

7
Breakfast: Cinnamon
Roll, HB  Egg
Lunch: “Lunch Brunch”
Pancakes, HB Egg,
Sausage Links, Tri Tater,
Baby Carrots,
Applesauce
Alt: Egg Rolls

8
Breakfast: Colby Cheese
Omelet, Mini Bagel
Lunch: Cheese or
Pepperoni Pizza,
Romaine Lettuce
Salad,  Mixed
Vegetables,  Fruit
Alt: Philly Sandwich

11
Breakfast: Muffin,
Yogurt or String Cheese
Lunch: Mini Corn Dogs
Tater Tots, Baked Beans,
Steamed Carrots, Fruit
Alt: Soup/Sandwich

12
Breakfast: Mini
Pancakes
Lunch: Chicken Patty/
Bun, Waffle Fries,
Whole Kernel Corn,
Fresh Veggie Cup, Fruit
Alt: Lasagna Roll Up

13
Breakfast: Sausage
Breakfast Pizza
Lunch: Hamburger
Gravy, Mashed Potatoes,
Steamed Mixed
Vegetables, Biscuit,
Cranberry Sauce
Alt: Taco Salad Bar

14
Breakfast: Donut,
HB Egg
Lunch: Ribette/Bun
Oven Fries, Broccoli
in Cheese Sauce,
Fresh Veggie Cup,
Fruit
Alt: Chicken Alfredo

15
Breakfast: Colby Cheese
Omelet, Mini Bagel
Lunch: French Bread
Pizza,
Spinach/Lettuce
Salad, Green Beans,
Fruit
Alt: Meatball Sub

18
Breakfast: Muffin,
Yogurt or String Cheese
Lunch: Shrimp Poppers
Au Gratin Potatoes,
Peas & Carrots, Dinner
Roll, Fruit
Alt: Burger Bar

19
Breakfast: Mini Waffles
Lunch: Hot Dog/Bun,
Baked Beans, Potato
Salad, Chips, Fresh
Veggie Cup, Fruit
Alt: Buffalo Chicken or
Stuffed Crust Pizza

20
Breakfast: Sausage
Breakfast Pizza
Lunch: Spaghetti in Meat
Sauce, Garlic Toast
Whole Kernel Corn,
Cottage Cheese, Frozen
Fruit Cup
Alt: Salad Bar

21

NO SCHOOL

22

NO SCHOOL

25

NO SCHOOL

26
Breakfast: Mini
Pancakes
Lunch: Corn Dog, Spud
Bites, Baked Beans,
Mixed Vegetables, Fruit
Alt: Cheese Pizza
Crunchers

27
Breakfast: Sausage
Breakfast Pizza
Lunch: Chili, Cheesy Bosco
Stick, Carrots/ Celery
Sticks, Crackers, Fruit
Alt: Salad Bar

28
Breakfast: Donut,
HB Egg
Lunch: Mandarin
Orange Chicken, Rice,
Stir Fry Vegetables,
Bread Stick Pineapple
Tidbits, Fortune Cookie
Alt: Ham & Cheese Sub

29
Breakfast: Colby Cheese
Omelet, Mini Bagel
Lunch: Cheese or
Mexican Pizza, Lettuce
Salad, Whole Kernel Corn,
Fruit
Alt: Pulled Pork Sandwich

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

October 2021
View student’s meal 

accounts 
on Parent Portal 

www.esko.k12.mn.us

School Lunch/Breakfast 
Prices:

Lunch:
Grades k-6................$2.30
Grades 7-12..............$2.40
Adults.......................$3.85
Reduced Lunch.........$.00
Milk............................$.35

Breakfast
Student Breakfast....$1.10
Adults.......................$1.90
Reduced Breakfast....$.00
Milk............................$.35

Please send a check in 
an envelope labled with 
exactly what is being 
purchased. 

Lactose reduced milk 
will be provided to a 
student upon written 
request from a parent/
guardian. 



16 - Esko’s Corner - April 2021

Title TitleLunch Menu

16- Esko’s Corner - October/November 2021

NOVEMBER 2021 LUNCH MENU SUBJECT TO CHANGE

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

1
Breakfast: Muffin,
Yogurt or String Cheese
Lunch: Chicken Nuggets
Twister Fries, Green
Beans, Dinner Roll, Fruit
Alt: Turkey Sub

2
Breakfast: Mini Waffles
Lunch: Hamburger/Bun,
Cheese Slice, Lettuce/
Tomato, Baked Beans,
Oven Fries, Fruit
Alt: Taco Max Snacks

3
Breakfast: Sausage
Breakfast Pizza
Lunch: Chicken Noodle
Soup, Bologna Sandwich,
Crackers, Lettuce Salad,
Fresh Veggie Cup, Fruit
Alt: Salad Bar

4
Breakfast: Cinnamon
Roll, HB Egg
Lunch: “Lunch Brunch”
French Toast, Sausage
Links, Tri Tater, Baby
Carrots, Applesauce
Alt: Breaded Pork Chop
Sandwich

5
Breakfast: Colby
Cheese Omelet, Bagel
Lunch: Cheese or
Pepperoni Pizza,
Romaine Lettuce Salad,
Normandy Blend
Vegetables, Fruit
Alt: Chicken Fajita

8
Breakfast: Muffin,
Yogurt or String Cheese
Lunch: Mini Corn Dogs,
Tater Tots, Baked Beans,
Steamed Carrots, Fruit
Alt: Soup/Sandwich

9
Breakfast: Mini Pancakes
Lunch: Chicken
Patty/Bun, Waffle Fries,
Whole Kernel Corn, Fresh
Veggie Cup, Fruit
Alt: Garlic Cheese Bread

10
Breakfast: Sausage
Breakfast Pizza
Lunch: Turkey Gravy,
Whipped Potatoes,
Steamed Mixed
Vegetables, Biscuit,
Cranberry Sauce
Alt: Taco Salad Bar

11
Breakfast: Donut, HB
Egg
Lunch: Hot Ham &
Cheese/Bun, Potato
Smiles, Steamed Peas &
Carrots, Fresh Veggie
Cup, Fruit
Alt: Mandarin  Orange
Chicken

12
Breakfast: Colby
Cheese Omelet, Bagel
Lunch: French Bread
Pizza, Spinach/Lettuce
Salad, Broccoli in
Cheese Sauce, Fruit
Alt: Chicken Enchilada

15
Breakfast: Muffin,
Yogurt or String Cheese
Lunch: Shrimp
Poppers, Au Gratin
Potatoes, Steamed Peas
& Carrots, Dinner Roll,
Fruit Sauce
Alt: Stuffed Crust Pizza

16
Breakfast: Mini Waffles
Lunch: Hot Dog/Bun,
Baked Beans, Potato
Salad, Chips, Fresh Veggie
Cup, Fresh Fruit
Alt: Sausage, Egg &
Cheese Breakfast
Sandwich

17
Breakfast: Sausage
Breakfast Pizza
Lunch: Spaghetti in Meat
Sauce, Garlic Toast,
Cottage Cheese, Whole
Kernel Corn, Fresh Veggie
Cup, Frozen Fruit Cup
Alt: Salad Bar

18
Breakfast: Cinnamon
Roll, HB Egg
Lunch: “Taco in a Bag”
Chips/Meat/Cheese
Lettuce/Tomato
Spud Bites, Bread Stick,
Fruit
Alt: Ham & Cheese Sub

19
Breakfast: Colby
Cheese Omelet, Bagel
Lunch: Turkey Sub,
Cheese Slice,
Lettuce/Tomato, Green
Beans, Cole Slaw,
Pickle Spear, Fruit
Alt: Lasagna Roll-Up

22
Breakfast: Muffin,
Yogurt or String Cheese
Lunch: Sloppy Joe/Bun,
Cheese Slice, Whole
Kernel Corn, Baked
Beans, Fruit
Alt: Cheese Pizza
Crunchers

23
Breakfast: Mini Pancakes
Lunch: Chicken Strips,
Oven Fries, Green Beans,
Fresh Veggie Cup, Fruit
Alt: Roast Beef Sub

24
Breakfast: Sausage
Breakfast Pizza
Lunch: Chili, Cheesy
Bosco Stick,
Carrots/Celery Sticks,
Crackers, Fruit
Alt: Salad Bar

25
NO SCHOOL

26
NO SCHOOL

29
Breakfast: Muffin,
Yogurt or String Cheese
Lunch: Chicken
Nuggets, Twister Fries,
Green Beans, Dinner
Roll, Fruit
Alt: Turkey Bacon Wrap

30
Breakfast: Mini Waffles
Lunch: Hamburger/Bun,
Cheese Slice,
Lettuce/Tomato, Baked
Beans, Oven Fries, Fruit
Alt: Soft Shell Taco

*Alternate line available
for grades 7-12 daily.
*Ala Carte (Smart Snack)
line available for grades
9-12.

*Menu subject to change

*Low fat or fat free milk
offered daily with
breakfast & lunch.

*Fruit & a juice cup
offered daily with
breakfast.
*WGR cereal may be
substituted for main
breakfast item.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

November 2021
View student’s meal 

accounts 
on Parent Portal 

www.esko.k12.mn.us

School Lunch/Breakfast 
Prices:

Lunch:
Grades k-6................$2.30
Grades 7-12..............$2.40
Adults.......................$3.85
Reduced Lunch.........$.00
Milk............................$.35

Breakfast
Student Breakfast....$1.10
Adults.......................$1.90
Reduced Breakfast....$.00
Milk............................$.35

Please send a check in 
an envelope labled with 
exactly what is being 
purchased. 

Lactose reduced milk 
will be provided to a 
student upon written 
request from a parent/
guardian. 


